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February 22, 1907 



Report from Pittsburg, Pa. — Enteric fever—- Water supply. 

Surgeon Smith reports, February 14, as follows: 

Enteric fever has prevailed in this city to a considerable extent for 
a number of years and has recently increased to such a degree as to 
excite special attention. It reached a maximum in April, 1906, but it 
has continued throughout the year and up to the present time without 
any cessation and with even an apparent increase over the correspond- 
ing periods in the preceding year. 
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The health bureau is actively engaged in investigating the cause of 
the disease and considering measures for its prevention. 

Water supply. — The first 25 wards of the city, which include the 
chief part of the population between the rivers, have a water supply 
drawn directly from the Allegheny River just above the city limit. 
This water is allowed a short time for sedimentation in reservoirs, but 
is not otherwise puritied. It is in this population that the prevalence 
of enteric fever is greatest. The south side — that is to say, the part 
of the city lying south of the Monongahela River — is served by a 
private water company, drawing its supply from the Monongahela 
River a little above the city and delivering it without filtration. The 
fever prevails there, but not so severely as between the rivers. One 
ward at the southern limit of the city receives filtered water from a 
private company, and that ward is almost free from enteric fever. 
Two broad but less thickly populated wards on the eastern limits of 
the city between the rivers receive their supply from a private com- 
pany which has a method of filtering the water taken from the 
Allegheny River, and conditions there are not bad, though cases of 
fever are reported. 

Besides infection from unpurified river water, other causes prob- 
ably assist in the spre id of the disease in less degree. These are open 
privy vaults, which still exist in the crowded portions of the city, and 
infection by personal contact where people live closely crowded. 
Instances have been discovered where another person was sleeping in 
the same bed with a patient sick with enteric fever. 

The city of Pittsburg is now engaged in building a modern filtration 
plant and system of waterworks at Aspinwall, which will take water 
from the Allegheny River and after nitration deliver it to the entire 
city. This work has been in progress for more than two years and it 
is expected the plant will be finished in another year. Meanwhile the 
bureau of health is doing all in its power to suppress the danger by 
warning the people not to use the river water for drinking without 
previously boiling or otherwise purifying- it, and by enforcing such a 
rule upon hotels, restaurants, office buildings, and other establishments 
which serve the public. Notices are to be seen in all the street cars 
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which read, "•Warning! Avoid typhoid fever by boiling all drinking 
water. Bureau of Health," and circulars containing the same warn- 
ing, printed in three languages, have been distributed by means of the 
school children and others. 

I have not included in this report the city of Allegheny, which is 
still separate from Pittsburg and has its own health department. I 
am informed that the same state of things exists there, both as to the 
prevalence of the disease and its causes, but that the number of reported 
cases is not relatively so great. It is proposed to unite Allegheny to 
Pittsburg, and if this is done the former city will come under the 
common city government in health as in other matters. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND 
CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES — UNTABULATED. 

California — Los Angeles. — Month of January, 1907. Estimated 
population, 250,000. Total number of deaths reported, 378, including 
enteric fever 4, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 88 from tuber- 
culosis. Cases of contagious diseases reported: Diphtheria 36, enteric 
fever 11, scarlet fever 19, and tuberculosis 36. 

Stockton. — Month of January, 1907. Estimated population, 23,000. 
Total number of deaths, 38, including 4 from tuberculosis. No cases 
of contagious diseases were reported during month. 

Colorado. — Month of November, 1906. Estimated population, 
634,066. Reports to the State board of health show as follows: Diph- 
theria, 54 cases, 7 deaths; enteric fever, 323 cases, 52 deaths; scarlet 
fever, 195 cases, 7 deaths; smallpox, 36 cases, no deaths. Total num- 
ber of deaths from all causes, 809. 

Month of December, 1906. Diphtheria, 37 cases, 7 deaths; enteric 
fever, 111 cases, 27 deaths; scarlet fever, 217 cases, 14 deaths; small- 
pox, 41 cases, no deaths. Total number of deaths from all causes, 918. 

Connecticut. — Month of January, 1907. Reports to the State board 
of health from 160 towns, having an aggregate population of 994,819, 
show as follows: Total number of deaths from all causes, 1,679, 
including diphtheria 25, enteric fever 14, measles 5, scarlet fever 7, 
whooping cough 19, and 153 from phthisis pulmonalis. Cases of con- 
tagious diseases were reported as follows: Diphtheria, 185 in 37 towns; 
enteric fever, 41 in 18 towns; measles, 219 in 38 towns; scarlet fever, 
193 in 40 towns; smallpox, 1 case in Stamford; whooping cough, 145 
in 23 towns, and phthisis pulmonalis, 47 in 17 towns. 

Hartford. — Month of January, 1 907. Estimated population, 95,000. 
Health department reports as follows: Total number of deaths, 163 
(24 nonresidents), including enteric fever 4, measles 2, scarlet fever 2, 
whooping cough 2, diphtheria 2, and 19 from tuberculosis. Cases of 
contagious diseases reported: Enteric fever 10, diphtheria 48, measles 
10, scarlet fever 19, tuberculosis 8. 

Florida. — Reports to the State board of health for the week ended 
February 2, 1907, show as follows: Enteric fever — De Soto County 



